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And behind them every power knows that the
United States has no land hunger, that their ter
ritory s absolutely sdfe so far as the United
‘Bintes Is converned, and that quiets any susplelon
that they may feel toward other powers and makes
them at all times willing to listen to any sug
gastions from our government.

Another matter which makes for peace on
thig continent is the drawing Into closer relntlons
nll the republies, sive Venezueln, of boih Nortn
and South Amerien. Two weeks ago the corner
stone of the new bullding of the American ye-
publice was Inld at Washington with Imposing
coreamonles.  Mr, Carnegie gave $760,000 to the
natlon o be expended on the bullding. The loca-
tion Is about half way belween the state, war and
navy bullding and the Potomae. The {racet of five
acres, provided by congress Is bounded on eveyy
side by streeta and to the south nnd east faces
publie parks., On the day the corner stone was
Iald the Dagd of twentv.one republlies floated over
the site and euch republic wus represented by
an acoredited representiutive, These republics long
ago agreed that the Bureau of the Republics
should be loeated in Washington. The board is
composed of the official répresentatives In Wash.
Ington of all the Republics, The hoard, moreover,
constitutes a permanent commiitee to see (hat
the resolutions of each Pan-American Cohgress
are falthfully carried out.

Three of these Congresses have been held—at
Washington, the City of Mexico, and at Rio de
Janelro, and the fourth I8 to convene nl Beunos
Ayres, The present director s Mr. John Bar-
rett, who was formerly minlster to Argentina and
Colombia, who seems to be exactly the man for
the place. The bureau carries on &n immense
correspondence with every country of both con-
tinents unswering guestions sz to the varying
lawg, cugtoms and opportunities of the varlous
states. It published a monthly bulletin of current
eventy and exizting conditlons, which serves to
draw the various peoples Into a cioser acqualnt-
ance and advertises every country. This congress
wns  Ingngurated by Mr. Blaine. Since then
Secratary of State Root has shown more interest
and performed more Feal work to make of the
burean a real International Institptlon than any
other man.

In the course of his speech at the Inying of
the corner stone, the President sald: “I belleve
that history will saoy that though we have had
other greut seorstarics of state, we have had none
greater than Eltho Root, and that though in his
high office he has dane much for the good of his
nation and of mankind, yvet that his greatest
achievment has been the sticcess which has come
08 the result of his devoted labor to bring closer
together all the republles of the New World, and
to unite them in the effort to work valiantly for
our common betterment, for the material and
moral welfare of all who dwell In the Western
Hemlaphere."

There is but one thing lacking. We gnoula
have regular lines of great steamphips to both
ocoasts of Soutlh America to be followed by Amerl
can rallroads to the Interlor and thus have &
closer walk with those peoples,

The Poor and the Government.

The revenues from the mines are not ao great
ne they were n year ago, but they are very great
stlll,. Suppose they were réeduced to n wmall divi-
dend In the autumn. It wonld be pretty hard
geltng along here, would it not? Well, if that
were the case It would be here ns It s In the
onst. From that facl we can getl an ldea of how
much distress there Is In the east, how many
thousands of people there do not know which way
to tirm, Of course they can llve cheaper than
western people Hve, but they cannot go without
food and clothing. We say tHimes are harvd and
business s dull, but suppose the people here had
to face what the people in twenty eastorn states
are facing now., We menn the wage enrners with
whom the loss of u day's work Is a sorrow. Many
of them have been out of employment for haif
a year. I8 It a wonder that men are In despalr
and women are brokenshearted? We shall hear
from them when election day comes. No matier
how finely spun are the platforms; no matter how
oloquent orators may be, or how earnest moy be
the press, an empty stomach is & dangerous
thing (o reason from. And surely Congress since
Decomber last has missed many an opportunity.
It I8 not the businesgs of a Government to find
work for the unemployed, but It Its business to
remove olstacles from the path of labor, and
when a ealamity has come becaunse of unwise leg-
fslation it s the government’s plage to correct
the wrongs, Those people ought to be at work,
and they ought to be drawing thelr pay in money
which will entail no great Interest burden upon
the people,

Reserves and Reproduction.’

In his speech to the Governors and thelir ad-
visers In Washington the President stated that
when mineral resources are exhausted they can-
not be renewed, but other resources litke timber
cun be renewed. Of course that was but a state-
ment of fact, but it was pertinent. The Prasl
dent seems particularly anxious that there shall
be no further waste. That emboldéns us to re-
mind him and the country that since 18738 qulte
$600,000,000 has been Stolen from silver miners
through a law which was criminal on Ils face, but
which the government of the great United States
has refused to répeal. Because of this same law
the people of the country who with & lttle prop
erty and their own labor Lry to make a living
have lost very much more than that amount. And
the waste Is still golng on. When the great
mines of Mexlco and Peru were In Bonanza and
thelr product was sent to Europe, quadrupling the
money of that continent, of eourse business took
on a great bpom, But there was no thought of
demonetizing silver. In the course of a century
of that mighty production silver fell off only five
polnts In Its ratio to gold, But where are those
gredat bonanzas now? They were mineral and
belng worked out they could not be restored. Well
our mines are being worked out much faster than
were the Spanigh mines. In them no ores are
brought up from 800 ta 1200 feet on the heads of
peons. One holsting engine ean beat that 1,000
to 1. 80 by and by the precious metal mines of
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the wesl will begin to fall, When that tlme comeg
what will the men of that day think of the men
who when, in our country, they were facing an In-
terest-bearing indebtedness equal to all the money
In the world sonverted oneshalf of the whole
stock of money (nto a commodity? This wis done,
too, when all the representative of money which
the people had to use was paper, utterly worth-
loss, save for the stamp of the government upon
It. What will they thiok, too, when It will he
told them that the only purpose behind this wos
to reduce all forms of property 60 per cent In
value, #o that the interest gatherers could reallze
two dollars for their paper which only ealled for
one? Finally what will they think when 1t Is
told them that the people of the Unlted States
which had been held as reasonably intelligent,
rittified the steal even when they suw that thelr
property had been reduced 50 per cent In value
by 1t? We commend to the Pregldent and the
other gremt statemen that they reflect upon fu-
ture results, for sliver does not belong to that
class of natural products whieh can reproduce it-
self. When an ounce of it or a ton of it Is taken
from the mine, the mine is reduced by just that
much, and for all time, ‘There will come & times
when the men of this country will need that ma-
terial. Indeed, though they cannot see [t, they
nesd it now more than any other one thing, As
I pointed out by Mr. Moreton Frenen and ex-8en-
ator J, P. Jones, they are killing thelr trade with
the Oyient and Spanish America, with quite half
the people of this world, by their treatment of sil-
ver, and are at the same time gelting thelr own
finances into inextricable confusion. The Pres
Ident seems espacially solicltous to streteh foresi
regerves in all directions that the forests may
restore themselves, He had better stretch a for
est reserve over the brains of Wall Street to see
it on that singularly barren soll any seeds of com-
mon sense will spring up,

How Astor Did It

In & current magazine Is the story of John
Jucob Astor, how his maaster stroke of business was
wlen he engaged in the fur trade and sent his
own ships on three year vovages, how they en-
tered the mouth of the Columbla, founded Astorin
and drew [from that region the material out of
which the shrewd German amassed a great for-
tune, It Is clear, however, had old John beén
like & munjority of our congress, he never would
have done anything like that, He would have
hired English ships and captains to do that work
for would they not have done it cheaper by con-
triuct than Astor could possibly have done it?
Would not their sallors have worked for half the
wages that old John pald? Could not the English
captaing have skimped the food? True the Hng-
lishmen might have been less energetic than As-
tor's captalns, It {& certain they would never
have named a place Astoria; it is guite possible
that they would have clalmed the whole country
for their own goverelgn and that Hood valley
and Willnmotte valley would now have heen a
part of British Columbia as much as Victoria Is,
but judging by what our law makers have been
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